d of pep
Tk

Racing veteran on dirt, ovals, and road circuits,
nobody knows more about what it takes to make
EVO's and STI's stick like glue in the comers than
this suspension-tuning guru.

Local Spring Mountain Motorsports Fark expert and
winning Time Attack driver in his RobiSpec and GSC
enhanced EVOA.

Modified's Senior Editor has been competing

in motorsports for almost 20 years, starting out

in Autocross and working his way up to a Time Attack
and Touring Car road racing, winning a bunch of =%
$5 trophies along the way, Rt

Modified's Editor-in-Chief isn't just a lady Killer,
he's also a motor killerl Having blown up his H22
at a Time Attack last year, we were expecting some
serious EVO and 5Ti stress testing with this boost
junky behind the wheel,
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Dieter-Heinz [XT e R IAGE

Dave - Wow, what a monster thi
thing is! 've driven some pret

sfore but the acceleration
of Dieter's completely gutted and
race- |:|r:1|'||:|r-r1 E'.'{'Jn when it hits boost

el AN FOURTH PULLS JUST AS HARD AS THIRD
The problen i, when  6ops of AND YOU ARE DOING A BUCK THIRTY

boost it does take time to spool up
AN E F FORE YOU KNOW IT.”
as | learned in a lap or two y 1]
to get on the ]
of the turn if you want it to be at full
boil by the time you hit the apex and
finish the twrn, Braking was challeng-
ing, given the lack of ABS and the
warp speeds down the straights. Not
that I'm admitting to anything, but
theoretically speaking this EVO might
: 5 n lock up

(25 at the end of the long front

::trdlf_‘ht and end up taking a little tour

and well-balanced AWD car in my
life. Most AWD machines I've driven
tend to have quite a bit of initial
understeer, but Robi and Dieter have
done an amazing job dialing in the
KW triple adjustable shocks and the
rest of the running gear because this
baby has a huge amount of grip and
on a dime. Totall;

3 inspiring, which could :

. that theoretical trip into the sand trap
| mentioned.,
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Robi - Driving Dieter's "Beastie”,

what can | say? The run around

apring Mountain was an exercise in

tire management! The car just has too

much power @nd brake to do it justice

on the overwhelmed Nitto's {it's

usually run on full road racing slicks).

That being said, once the tires were

up to temp and pressure the car was

very predictable.. edgy but predict-

able. Typical response in low speed

corners was roooollll on the throttle

slowly in second gear to minimize

wheel spin, then hit third hard if the

car was going straight (tires will break

looze in this gear toa) or roll it on to

control the 4-wheel drift as the car

climbs back on spool and you feel the

B50 HF trying to pull you into next

manth. Fourth pulls just as hard as

third and you are doing a buck 30 —
befare you know it ... turn the wheel
and the car tries to snap your neck

... put in the brakes and your head
wants ta go through the front windaow.
Damn | love driving this carl

Dieter - As it was my first time at
Sprimg Mountain, the experience
was a bit of an eve opener. Although
| liked the layout and area the track
is s&t in, not to mention the facili-
ties are first class, some parts of the
track’s design really didn't agree with
me. But my EVO ran like a champ and
track temps were perfect. The real
difference for me was going from my
sual full Pirelli slicks to the Nitto

MTO1 DOT-approved competition radi-

als, which understandably have less
grip since they're a legal street tire.
And since we had just installed the
KW triple adjustable coilovers and
I'm still getting used to how they
drive, making a tire switch made
things even tougher. But | must say
the track felt very very smooth in my
car, thanks to the great valving of the
shocks. Mo ABS is relatively scary at
this track for a first timer, especially
with the power level (as Pratte found
out while trying to run away from a
small formula car ... hahal). As far as
my future plan for the car ... let’s just

| say it's going a few steps past crazy

... lower, wider, lighter ... and what
the heck, more power.

T

ROBISFEC )

2003 Mitsubishi EVO8

Engine & Drivetrain: Buschur Racing
2.3-liter stroker Stage 3 longhlock
and GT35R turbo kit; PWR radiator,
pil cooler, and power steering coolar;
Shep transmission and transfer case,
Quaife front LS50, AEM EMS.

Suspension & Brakes:

KW Competition tnple adjustable
coilover kit, Alcon 6-pot front BEE,
Stoptech rear brakes.

Wheels & Tires: Enkei NTO3+M
18x2.5" wheels and Nitto NTO01
275/35-18 tires.

Inside & Out: Sparca steering wheel
and carbon fiber racing seat; GReddy
gauges, AEM wideband, Robispec
ultralight carbon hood and trunk,
Randy Sedano front splitter, APR rear
wing and diffuser, GT Fab carbon front
aver fendars,

Power: S60whp and 465wiq
(tuned by David Buschur)
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sieedl VanderHeide's STi

2005 Subaru Impreza STi
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Engme & Drivetrain: Forced Perform

In even
Harman

and Nitta NTO

Insude & Out







